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LIBRARIANS

The Library of Congress
LAWRENCE QUINCY MUMFORD, the Librarian of Congress from 1 9 5 4 to 1 9 7 4 ,
died on August 1 5 , 1 9 8 2 , at his home in Washington, D. C. He had been
ill for some time with a heart ailment.
Dr. Mumford presided over the Library during some of the most eventful
years of its history. Dr. Daniel Boorstin, the present Librarian, said
"Quincy's stewardship of the Library of Congress was marked by a period
of tremendous expansion in staff, services, and facilities. When Quincy
took over the Library there was a staff of 1 6 0 0 and an appropriation of
$ 9 . 4 million, and when I became Librarian twenty years later this had
grown to 4 , 5 0 0 employees and a $ 9 6 million appropriation. One of his
greatest triumphs was the achievement of the James Madison Memorial
Building. His tenure saw an exciting expansion of foreign acquisitions
making the Library's collections pre-eminent in the world. The intro
duction of automation under his leadership brought unimaginable improve
ments in the Library's services to the Congress, the world of scholarship,
and libraries. He was a man of quiet dignity, deep integrity and a ready
wit.
The Library of Congress, and the scholarly and library community
owe much to Quincy. I feel I have lost a wise and valued friend."
It was during Dr. Mumford's administration that the Library opened its
f i r s t acquisition centers abroad in New Delhi and Cairo; the way was paved
for automation by a feasibility study concluding that cataloging, searching,
indexing and document retrieval were technically and economically sound
in large research libraries; the Rosenwald Collection of 7 0 0 rare books
was acquired; the Main Reading Room of the Library underwent major reno
vation; a National Program for Acquisitions and Cataloging was established,
which expanded the foreign procurement program and inaugurated a centralized
cataloging program for foreign acquisitions; the Congressional Research
Service established its series of seminars on public policy issues for
Members of Congress; the Cataloging in Publications Program (CIP) became
operational; the Presidential Papers microfilming program was undertaken;
and studies were initiated which resulted in the first revision of copy
right law in more than &0 years.
Born in Ayden, North Carolina, on December 1 1 , 1 9 0 3 , Dr. Mumford received
his B.A. degree from Duke University in 1 9 2 5 and his M.A. degree from the
same university in 1 9 2 8 , While at Columbia University ( 1 9 2 8 - 2 9 ) , where
he obtained the bachelor's degree in library science, Dr. Mumford served
as an assistant in the library.
In 1 9 2 9 , he joined the staff of the New York Public Library as a reference
assistant. There he served as General Assistant in Charge of the Director's
Office, 1 9 3 2 - 3 5 , Executive Assistant and Chief of the Preparation Division,
1936-1945.
In 1 9 4 0 , at the request of the then-Librarian of Congress
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Archibald MacLeish, Dr. Mumford was granted a leave of absence to
organize the Processing Department of the Library of Congress and to
serve a year as its director. In 1945, he was appointed Assistant
Director of the Cleveland Public Library and in 1950 became its director,
lie held this position until his appointment as Librarian of Congress.
Dr. Mumford served as Chairman of the Board of Visitors of Duke Univer
sity, President of the American Library Association and on the Board
of Advisors of Dumbarton Oaks Research Library and Collections and
other national and international committees.
(Based on a Special Announcement
from the Office of the Librarian)

Chinese Delegation of Librarians
The Library of Congress received a delegation of four librarians repre
senting the National Library of China (NLC) and the China Society of
Library Science (CSLS) on August 11 and August 13. The delegation included
Ding Zhigang, director of the Library Administrative Bureau of the Ministry
of Culture and concurrently deputy director of NLC as well as vice president
of CSLS; Bao Zhenxi, deputy director of NLC and concurrently acting
secretary-general of CSLS; Li Xunda, chief of the Foreign Affairs Section,
NLC, and deputy chief, International Liaison Section, CSLS; and Zeng Weiqi,
interpreter, and staff member of the Capital Construction Office, NLC.
Deputy Librarian of Congress William J. Welsh officially greeted the delegation,
expressing gratitude for the evident success of the exchange program between
the two libraries entered into as a result of discussions held in September
1979 on the occasion of the visit of the first U. S. delegation of librarians
to China which he had led. He noted that the National Library had sent some
15,000 volumes of Chinese publications to the Library of Congress during a
period of little more than a year. Mr. Ding expressed appreciation for the
reception accorded two members of his staff, Liu Guangwei and Sun Peixln,
who are currently at the Library of Congress (see related story, September
17, 1982, LC Information Bulletin, pp. 289-90).
Following an introductory tour of the Thomas Jefferson Building, the dele
gation visited the Computer Catalog Center for a demonstration of the
Library's automated data bases and then toured the Computer Service Center
of the Automated Systems Office. After luncheon, the delegation visited
the Preservation Office and then met with Henriette Avram, director for
processing systems, networks and automation planning, Processing Services.
They ended the day with visits to the Cataloging Distribution Service and
the Chinese and Korean Section. That evening, they were the guests at a
dinner given by Mr. and Mrs. Welsh.
The delegation subsequently returned to the Library on August 13 to tour
the cataloging divisions of Processing Services and the Congressional
Research Service.
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During their five-day stay in Washington, the delegation also paid calls
on the National Agricultural Library, the National Library of Medicine,
the Association of Research Libraries, and the Council on Library
Resources, Inc.
Before arriving in Washington, D. C , the delegation had visited the
University of Western Illinois Library in Macomb, as well as ALA head
quarters and the University of Chicago. After their Washington sojourn,
they traveled to New York to visit the U. N. Library, New York Public
Library, Columbia University Library, to Philadelphia to see the Free
Library, and to Boston and Cambridge to visit the Boston Public Library,
Harvard College Library, Harvard-Yenching Library.
The delegation which was en route to the International Federation of
Library Associations and Institutions General Conference in Montreal,
was traveling under the sponsorship of the U. S. International Communi
cation Agency.
(Library of Congress Information
Bulletin. October 15, 1982)

Cornell University
JEN-YUAN WANG was appointed Head, East Asian Section of the Catalog
Department, Cornell University Libraries, in February 1982. A graduate
of National Taiwan University (B.A. in library science with a minor in
Chinese literature), he received his M.L.S. degree from the University of
Pittsburgh in 1966. He worked in the East Asian Library, University of
Pittsburgh, first as Cataloger and later as Bibliographer-Acquisitions
Librarian. He also attended the Institute for Far Eastern Librarianship
(Japanese section) in the summer of 1969. Before coming to Cornell he
worked for the East Asian Collection, Yale University Library as Senior
Catalog Librarian.

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
KIYOSHI OTSU has recently been appointed to the position of Japanese
Cataloger at the Asian Library of the University of Illinois Library.
Born in Saitama, Japan, Mr. Otsu studied French literature in Paris for
two years before coming to the U. S. in 1974. He received the A.A.
(Associate of Arts) from Parkland College, Champaign, Illinois, a B.A.
in Comparative Literature and the M.L.S. in Library and Information Science
from the University of Illinois and is continuing working toward a CAS
(Certificate of Advanced Study) in Librarianship.
(Yasuko Makino)
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